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HILDENBOROUGH CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
To be the best we can be, for ourselves, for others and for God.
                                                                           

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thursday 25th February 2021
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
As you may be aware, from September 2020 the Department for Education made Relationships and Health Education (Primary) and Relationships, Sex Education and Health Education (Secondary) compulsory in all schools. However, in light of the Covid 19 pandemic, the government issued the following guidance:
	From 1st September 2020 to the end of the Spring Term 2021
	Following an assessment of preparedness, schools should commence teaching as soon as practically possible or use the time to prepare to deliver the new curriculum. This includes engaging parents on their policy as well as planning their curriculum provision.

	By the start of the Summer Term 2021
	All Schools should have begun teaching the subjects.


To ensure that we further promote the personal wellbeing and development of all pupils, whilst meeting new statutory requirements, we have been working hard to integrate the proposed changes in our RSHE policy and curriculum content.
At Hildenborough CE Primary School, RSHE is underpinned by the ethos and values of our school and we uphold it as an entitlement for all our pupils. We recognise the need to work as a whole school community to ensure a shared understanding of RSHE, the values under-pinning it, and to deliver an effective programme that meets the needs of all our pupils. RHSE will be taught in each year group throughout the school at an age-appropriate level. The curriculum we deliver is progressive, building the children’s knowledge, understanding and skills year on year. 
To introduce parents to the proposed changes and to ensure everyone is well informed we would like to invite you to read the following key documents:
· Relationships, Sex and Health Education Policy (Draft)
· PSHE (including RSHE) Curriculum Breakdown
The documents are available on our school website along with a range of other useful resources which we feel will provide you with a better insight of the statutory changes. 
Our intention was to conduct a consultation in person; however, in light of the Covid 19 pandemic, this will not be possible. Your input and views are greatly valued and in order to provide your feedback to this consultation, we would like to ask you to complete the RSHE Parent Consultation Survey by clicking on this link or scanning the QR code. 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=j3Yc0nyYeUWkS5iPEzwB2TXGqjMVJQRGjxNZOJWRWydUNFIyM0o4NUY2MFBTTU82TzRXVUJKQURCSS4u 
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You can also email any urgent queries to Rachel Forward (via email at rachel.forward@hildenborough.kent.sch.uk), who will be happy to arrange a telephone discussion if required.
Whilst we are aware there may be differences of opinion, we hope that by consulting with you it will help to inform you of our schools’ decisions on when and how certain content is covered, and enable us to reach a general consensus. What is taught, and how, is ultimately a decision for the school and consultation does not provide a parental veto on curriculum content as schools are legally required to teach the National Curriculum. The right to withdraw children from some lessons is explained within the policy and PowerPoint Presentation which are on our website.
The consultation period will be open for two weeks, from Friday 26th February until Friday 12th March 2021. Your curriculum queries, opinions, and any contributions will enable us to further develop and shape our bespoke curriculum offer but will also enable us to continue to work in partnership to meet the needs of all children. We look forward to receiving your feedback and would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support.

Yours Sincerely,
 
Rachel Forward
SENCO and PSHE Co-Ordinator 
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